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he did ft peaceablie, gentelie, quietly, and soberlie, without hastie and
contentious rebuking and invehing against other. If he could not
by faire and gentle speche induce them unto his opinion yet he should
use no kinde of violence, and refraine from displeasaunte and se-
ditious woordes. To him that would vehemently and ferventlye In
this cause strive and contende was decreed banishment or bondage.
This lawe did kynge Utopus make not only for the maintenaunce of
peace, which he saw through continuall contention and mortal hatred
ualiye be used, as the woorste men be rnooste obstinate and stubbourne,
make ior the furtheraunce of religion. Wherof he durst define and
determine nothing unadvisedlie, as douting whether god desiering
manifolde and diverse sortes of honour, would inspire sondry men
with sondrie kindes of religion. And this suerly he thought a very
unmete and folish thing, and a point of arrogant presumption, to
compell al other by violence and threateninges to agre to the same,
that thou belevest to be trew.
Furthermore thoughe there be one religion wihiche alone is trew,
and al other vaine and superstitious, yet did he wel foresee (so that
the matter were handeled with reason, and sober modes tie) that the
trueth of the own powre would at the last issue out and come to
lyghte. But if contention and debate in that behalfe should contm-
uallye be used, as the woorste men be mooste obstinate and stubbourne,
and in their evyll opinion mooste constante: he perceaved that then
the best and holyest religion would be trodden underfote and de-
stroyed by most vaine supersticions, even as good corne Is by thornes
and weedes overgrowen and chooked.
Therfore all this matter he lefte undiscussed, and gave to everye
man free libertie and choise to beleve what he woulde. Savinge that
he earnestelye and straitelye charged them, that no man should con-
ceave so vile and baase an opinion of the dignitie of mans nature, as
to think that the soules do die and perishe with the bodye; or that
the world runneth at al aventures governed by no divine providence.
And therefore the! beleve that after this life vices be extreamelye pun-
ished and vertues bountifully rewarded.
Hym that is of a contrary opinion they count e not in the numbre
of men, as one that hathe avaled the heighe nature of hys soule to the
veilnes of brute beastes bodies: muche lesse in the numbre of their
citizeins, whose lawes and ordenaunces, if it were not for feare, he
wold nothing at al esteme. For you maye be suer that he will studie
either with craft prively to mocke, or els violently to breake the
commen lawes of his countrey, in whom remaineth no further feare
then of the lawes, nor no further hope then of the bodye. Wherfore
he that is thus minded is deprived of all honours, excluded from all
offices and rejecte from all common administrations, in the weale
fmblique.